Laboratory Report Criteria

FORMAT AND ORGANIZATION:  Use the section headings listed below.
Title/Abstract:  concise and fully descriptive of study.  (5)
_____

Introduction  (15)


Sufficient background to orient reader.  (5)
_____


Logical development of ideas (observation → problem).  (5)
_____


Clear statement of objectives and hypotheses.  (5)
_____

Materials and Methods  (15)


Describe site, organism, dates/times  (5)
_____


Fully explain sampling regime and/or experimental design. (5)
_____

Detailed description of statistical analysis. (5)
_____

Results  (20)

Concise and complete description of data.  (10)
_____


     Only relevant data reported; unnecessary data excluded.


Clear, concise tables and figures; properly referenced.  (10)
_____

Discussion  (20)


How well did you meet your original goals/hypotheses?  (5)
_____


Thorough explanation of data.  (10)
_____


Mention of alternative explanations; examine assumptions.

Conclusion:
Summarize topic, future recommendations  (5)
_____

Literature cited  (5)


Proper format:  text citations, bibliography. 
_____


All citations in text and listed at end of paper.
WRITING  (20)


Clarity, conciseness, fluid transitions between ideas.  (5)
_____


Attention to grammatical convention:  (5)
_____


Spelling.  (5)
_____


Paragraph organization.  (5)
_____




TOTAL:  _____

